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Tamarindo:

A M A R I N D O

A POSH RESORT IN MEXICO’S

UNTAMED JUNGLE MAKES THE CUT AS ONE OF
TIM BLIXSETH’S PERFECT TEN DESTINATIONS
FOR YELLOWSTONE CLUB WORLD
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If you love to laze about,
sleep in, go barefoot all
day, get a massage on the
beach, enjoy great golf,
hear and smell the ocean,
eat creative Mexican
food—just for starters—
then you’ll love YCW
Tamarindo! However,
Blixseth’s Yellowstone Club
World Perfect Ten
vacation venues are
private, for the exclusive
use of YCW members.
For details phone:
877-YCW-7700.

COSTALEGRE, MEXICO: Tim and
Edra Blixseth are fastidious. I would
even say excessively scrupulous in
matters of taste and propriety. This
is especially true when it comes to
Yellowstone Club (YC)—the world’s
only private ski and golf community—located in Big Sky, Montana;
and its sister, Yellowstone Club
World (YCW) featuring an assembly
of nine additional exemplary vacation destinations worldwide.
The Blixseths have meticulously
toured the planet for the past two
years in search of nine additional
luxury-oriented assets, venues, and
amenities for the exclusive use of
YCW members.
Membership is by invitation
only—national membership for
YCW is capped at 150 while YC
members can upgrade their YC
membership to join YCW. “Our
goal,” said Tim, “is to expand the
Yellowstone Club experience for
our members on a global basis with
a portfolio of The Perfect Ten
Destinations.
“Our destinations are diverse,”
he added. “You can ski or golf in
Montana; get a tan on a gorgeous
beach in Mexico; escape to our 700
year-old chateau near Paris; golf in
Scotland; or go on a cattle roundup
at our western ranch in Cody,
Wyoming. I’m confident,” vaunted
Tim, “that Yellowstone Club World
will soon become the foremost private club in the world.”

YOU DON’T HAVE TO DIE
TO GO TO HEAVEN

La Higuera Restaurant on the beach and the infinity pool
overlooking the bay with YCW yacht, Piano Bar, in the background.

One of their most recently acquired
properties—a posh resort, really—is
YCW Tamarindo. “It’s a place,” says
Tim, “where you don’t have to die
to go to heaven. YCW Tamarindo is
a recreational seaside gem on the
Mexican Pacific Coast, located
between Puerto Vallarta and
Acapulco, surrounded by an
untamed, unspoiled jungle. “Yes,”
he laughed, “it’s a real jungle and
it’s beautiful. We are big on ecology
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Blixseth, are equally as illustrious in America. They are
rated by Forbes magazine in the top 400 most successful
business executives and highly touted for their compassion and charitable activities worldwide.
Todd Thompson, president of Smith Barney, former
Citigroup CFO, and currently a Citigroup board member, introduced Roberto and Tim. Negotiations and due
diligence began in February of 2004. The outcome was
predictable. Both families were found to be preeminent

Hole 9 snack bar patio

there. Every single plant and animal is categorized
and catalogued. We conduct tours for children and
adults to learn about Mother Nature and the jungle.
That’s as much of an amenity as golf,” said Tim.
“My personal impression is that if you long to laze
about; sleep in; eat excellent Mexican food; get a massage on the beach; enjoy spa treatments native to
Mexico; go barefoot everywhere all day; play a welldesigned, scenic golf course and hear birds chirping in
the jungle—then you’ll love YCW Tamarindo.”

TWO FAMILIES WITH
COMMON PASSION

A

The acquisition of Tamarindo
was not a routine execution of
due diligence between the seller
and the buyer. The sellers,
Roberto Hernandez and his
family, are among Mexico’s
most distinguished citizens.
The buyers, Tim and Edra

Beach Club on 3rd hole

THE HERNANDEZ LEGACY HANDED TO
THE BLIXSETHS

The 9th hole snack bar

and celebrated. But their distinguished reputations were not
the factor that closed the deal.
The binding link was a great
partnership between both families who shared a common passion for the land.
“Neither of us were driven by
profits and dollars,” said Edra
Blixseth. “We were entrusted by
Roberto Hernandez to take care
of the land and the people on it and that
coincidentally has been our plan all along.
Our grandchildren and great grandchildren
will enjoy this long after we’re gone.
“In fact,” said Edra, “Tim is organizing
a fund-raising concert with major recording stars to raise a few million dollars. The
goal is to build a modern, fully-equipped,
fully-staffed hospital for the community.
There is currently only one young doctor
here, with no secretary and no nurse, who
sees 30 emergencies a day in a small clinic
with no air-conditioning.
“There will be a golf tournament with
corporate sponsors and pros in conjunction
with the concert to ensure its financial success,” said Edra.

YCW Tamarindo represents two families from two different countries with a common dream. Neither will
encroach the land for commercial profit. No commercial
hotel will be built and no tourism marketed to protect the
tranquility of its unspoiled tropical forest, beaches, ecological corridors, and its beautiful chain of bays and inlets.
One day recently—while negotiations were still in
progress to acquire Tamarindo—Tim, Edra, Roberto, Luis
Bosoms (Roberto’s son-in-law) and I were meeting in
Tim’s Rancho Mirage, California, office. At one point during the meeting, Tim said: “Now, Ed, I’d like to share a
story with you which I’m sure Roberto would not mind.
“I was on a tour of the Yucatan Peninsula with the
Hernandez family. We were in a helicopter flying over a
remote area en route to a big cavern with water, where
we planned to land for lunch. But, we couldn’t land.”
“Because the jungle was too close,” joshed Roberto.
“Yes,” added Tim, “and because of strong winds, we
landed in a small Mayan village. Our noisy approach
must have excited them. The whole town turned out to
watch us land smack in the middle of their town center.

“There was no police station for us to go to for help
and there were no taxis,” groaned Tim. “I was concerned
about how we would get to Roberto’s property, which
was some distance away. The best transportation available was a villager with a tattered, 50-year-old
Volkswagen Bug without shocks.
“The Bug didn’t look like we’d make it around the corner,” moaned Tim, “let alone jam all of us into it for a rocky
and bumpy ride on the rough road to Roberto’s property.
“Roberto’s wife, Claudia, was skeptical. The driver
was confident. And now, an amused Claudia thought the
experience might be fun. So, we crammed into the ol’ Volks
with no shocks and chugged off, bouncing every which
way, with a laboring, unhappy engine,” laughed Tim.
“The best part of the story,” added Roberto, “was that
while we were en route, the driver found a somewhat
needy Mayan family preparing beef and tortillas. They prepared the tortillas from their own cornmeal, outdoors over
an open fire that was bellowing a lot of smoke. They graciously invited us to join them for lunch,” smiled Roberto.
“And we did,” grinned Tim.
“And,” added Roberto, “the food was homemade and
delicious.” (continued)
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“YCW Tamarindo is a place where you
don’t have to die to go to heaven.”
— Tim Blixseth, YC and YCW Co-Founder & Chairman
like an igloo. In it, a ritual sauna is
performed with medicinal herbs,
songs, meditation and conversation
that lasts for approximately two and one-half hours.

A TAMARINDO SPECIALTY
Romantic meals are a Tamarindo specialty and can be
prepared on the patio of your villa, or on Tamarindo’s
private pier, or even on the beach by a personal chef
and waiter.
Other activities include tennis, hiking, golf, snorkeling, four-hour fishing trips, waterskiing, four-hour jungle
tours, crocodile adventures and shopping tours.

ny dip [a European favorite] in the
ocean. This, of course, is optional,”
laughed Bertran.
“We get sophisticated, well
traveled golfers here and many
say it’s one of the best golf courses

they’ve ever played.
“Another enjoyable bonus is our wildlife,” said
Bertran. “YCW Tamarindo is not near the jungle, it’s in
the jungle. You’ll love our deer and singing green parrots
who live on the golf course.”
“Can you walk the course?”
“I’d recommend golf cars,” he replied, “because the
hills are too steep to walk.

Villa bedroom

“THANK

YOU, BUT....”
“What impressed me the most,” sighed
Tim, “was not that the ol’ Volks made it
to Roberto’s property. It was when we
tried to pay or tip the villager, but he refused. That
impressed me. As little as $50 is a lot of money there. He
totally refused to take any money and said: ‘Thank you,
I had the privilege of driving Don Roberto.’”

Beach Spa Hut

bowl and bottled water in the casitas daily, pool and Jacuzzi,
tennis, two-person sailboats, a kayak for two, and snorkeling equipment—all complimentary!” exulted Dieter.

NO TAX, MAINTENANCE
WHAT IT MEANS TO DIETER HUCKESTEIN

OR SECURITY COSTS
YCW is neither a time-share nor a destination club. Tim
and Edra own all of the properties as sole proprietors.
There is no debt. There are no partners. No corporate
shareholders. You simply join the club, pay your dues, and
enjoy 10 worldwide luxury destinations with access to private jets and yachts. An unbelievable concept? No. A creative idea? Yes.

Dieter Huckestein, president and CEO of YC and YCW—
and former chairman and CEO of Hilton’s Luxury Brand,
Conrad Hotels and its Global Alliance—brings Blixseth
blue chip experience after overseeing operations of some
of the world’s leading hotel properties.
“What do you like the most at YCW Tamarindo?” I
asked Dieter.
“Its tranquility,” he
“We have a great partnership between two
said. “It’s private and
families with a common passion for the land.”
secluded with only one
entrance. You can hear
— Roberto Hernandez, distinguished Mexican developer/banker
the birds, see the animals, and enjoy the vistas. The sound of the
A CEREMONIAL TAMAZCAL
surf, the wind and birds overcomes your senses. To me,”
EXPERIENCE
he extolled, “it’s an exhilarating experience. This
YCW Tamarindo offers 29 luxurious and spacious villas
evening, for instance, we relaxed aboard YCW’s luxuriwith private gardens, hammocks, and plunge pools at
ous yacht [the Piano Bar] before enjoying live entertaineach villa; La Higuera, a poolside, oceanfront restaurant;
ment and a creative dinner on the beach. Dress code?
pristine, sugar-white sand on its two-mile-long beach;
You can come barefoot, in shorts, and a short-sleeved
an unconventional oceanfront Spa Hut to add some
shirt. No ties. No jacket—all day.
spice to your massage; and you’ll want to try The
“Twenty-four hour room service, a butler, bathrobes,
Tamazcal, a separate hut built with clay bricks that looks
spa access, fully-stocked butler pantry including fresh fruit
4 EXECUTIVE GOLFER

Villa plunge pool

“If you belong to Yellowstone Club World and love
golf, then I promise, playing Tamarindo will be one of
your most pleasant memories.”

GOLF TRADITION INCLUDES A DIP IN
THE OCEAN
“The first time you see the ocean at this scenic golf course
is at the 3rd hole,” said Golf Director Alberto Bertran.
“We have a neat Beach Club on the 3rd fairway facing the
beach. After you hole out the 3rd, you can go to the Beach
Club, change into a bathing suit,
take a swim in the ocean, then take
a fresh-water shower and keep
playing.
“Golf here is intended to be
challenging and fun,” he said. “You
can make a day of it. Start by playing a few holes; stop at the 3rd hole
and take a dip in the ocean; shower
and continue to play; stop at the
9th hole’s snack bar for a relaxing
lunch and spectacular views.
Believe me, you’ll enjoy both. After
lunch, stop at the 12th hole to skin-

INITIATION FEES

TO JOIN YCW
Yellowstone Club (Montana) members enjoy the option
to upgrade their YC membership into YCW at 50 percent
off the membership fee, starting at $1.5 million, with
$250,000 increments for every set of 25 membership
upgrades. Initiation fees for nonYC members start at $3 million
and range upward in increments
of $0.5 million with every set of 25
memberships sold for the first 149
members, and $10 million for
the 150th and final member.
Amenities include access to two
private yachts and a fleet of private jets.
For more information, please
phone toll free (877) 929-7700. u
(continued next page)
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YELLOWSTONE CLUB WORLD’S
PERFECT TEN DESTINATIONS
1. Big Sky, Montana: Yellowstone Club, the world’s
only private golf and ski community, on two mountains
with 2,200 skiable acres and 11 ski lifts; together with a
championship golf course designed by Tom Weiskopf.

2. Paris, France: Experience the lifestyle of French
aristocracy at YCW Chateau de Farcheville, an incredibly restored chateau built on 1,125 acres in 1290, located
25 miles southeast of Paris. It offers suites, indoor pool,
Turkish baths, and a huge array of amenities.

The Stars Come Out at Night
at YCW Tamarindo’s parties on the beach and aboard
YCW’s Piano Bar yacht held recently for members and their guests.

3. Costalegre, Mexico: YCW Tamarindo, the area’s
most luxurious resort is located (three hours) south of
Puerto Vallarta, situated on 2,040 acres of lush,
unspoiled, tropical forest and fronted by over two miles
of beach, golf, a spa, and thatched-roof bungalows.

4.

Palm Springs, California: The Oasis at Palm
Springs, a 647-acre enclave under construction and
forthcoming, is an 18-hole golf course designed by Tom
Weiskopf, a spa, an equestrian center, a lake for water
sports and homesites.

5. St. Andrews, Scotland: YCW St. Andrews Golf
Club, adjacent to historic St. Andrews, the birthplace of
golf, will feature a main stone clubhouse and lodge featuring up to 40 two-bedroom, luxuriously-appointed
suites, a championship 18-hole Scottish-style golf
course designed by 1973 British Open Champion Tom
Weiskopf, a complete practice area, including chipping,
pitching and putting greens.

6.

Cody, Wyoming: YCW Buffalo Bill Ranch will
provide an opportunity to experience the “Wild West”
in the heart of Buffalo Bill country while visiting this
working ranch on 3,248 acres with two private lakes,
horseback riding, fishing, and hiking.

7. Planes, Boats and Things.
8. Tahiti: Final negotiations under way.
9. Turks & Caicos Islands: YCW Turks & Caicos is
a private island with a magnificent and expansive new,
ten-bedroom estate; marina; spa; and swimming grotto.

10. A permanently secret location.
For more information, you may phone
toll free (877) 929-7700; or email
ycwmembership@ycwemail.com; or
visit yellowstoneclubworld.com.
Piano Bar yacht
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